MIDSOMER NORTON TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

Local Audit and Accountahility Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)
The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (Si 2020/404)
NOTICE

1. Date of announcement_____ 12" June 2022 = (a)
2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The
unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed
auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the
financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, hills, vouchers, receipts and
other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2021, these documents will be available on reasonable notice
by application to:

() ___townclerk@midsomernortontowncouncil.co.uk
___Tel-01761 418701
___Town Hall, The Island, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2HQ

commencing on (¢) __ 13" June 2022

and ending on (d) ___ 22% July 2022
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

« The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

o The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller
authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the
above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s
Code of Audit Practice 2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD
(sha@pkf-littlejohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by {e) Donna Ford — Town Clerk / RFO




Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

Midsomer Naoyion Town Counecll

iféﬁpﬂ:ﬂwww,midsomemarinnttmnmunc’ﬂ.co.ﬂkf‘

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this avthomy's intemal auditor acting independently and on the basgis
of an assessment of risk, canied out a seledtive assessmeyit of compliance with the relevant procedures and confrols
In operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority,

The Inlernal andit for 2021/22 has beon cared out accordance with this authorily's needs and planned povesage,,
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarfsed in this tablo. Set
ol below are the ohjectives of internal conrol and alongside are the Interial audit conchisions ol whethes, in al
sigrificant respects, he conirol objectives wera being achipvod threughout the finandal year o a siandayd adequaie

1o meet the needs of thils authority.

(] Ol Onle

A, Appropilate accounting recards have bgen propery kept throughout the figancial year.
B, This autharily conplied with its finaihcal regulaions, paynents wers suppoted by mvdices, all .f'
expenditura was approved and VAT was approprately actounted fok.
B, This auitusity assessed the signlicant risks o ectfeving ifs ojectives ad reviewed fhe adequacy ,,
of armangements fo manage these, g
1), The precept or rates requirement resuied fram an adedquata budgetary protess; progress against v
thie budget was regulary monilored; and resenias Woie sppropiate,
E. Expeciad ingoma was fully recelved, based on carrect prices, properly recorded and prompfly 7
hanked; and VAT was appropiiately accounted for.
f. Petly cash payments were property supported by recepts, =l paily cash axpenditure Was approved (_
and VAT appro priaiely accountad for.
. Salasies to employees and allowanuves to wemhers wwere paid in acoordanee wih Ws autfoily's ,l i
'
4
v

approvals, and PAYE and Ni requirements were properly dpplled. .

11, Asset and invesiments registers wars coniplete and accurats arid propery maintained.

1. Periofio hank accomnt recondiliations vwera properly carred aut during the year :

. Arcounting siatements piepared duting the year were prepared on Die cogect aneounfing bysts (recaipts |
and payments or Income and expandiiune), agreed fo.the cash boak, suppalied by an adequate awdit
trat] frorn underiying records and where appropriale debtors and creditors were propayly recordad,

K, \fihe autharity certified itself ss exempt rom a fimited assurance reviaw in 202021, itmet the
axemption cifteria and compctly declared fself exerpt. (if the awthorily had a limited esstrance ; v
rovlaw of its 2020/21 AGAR tick ‘not covered') . , bl L,

L. The authorily publishes informtion on a frée i Hicass weksdiehychpane up to date o the time of 3
the internal audit In aceordance with any refevant fransparency code vequirements v

1. The autharty, during ihe previous year (20:20:21) Gorecdfy providec far thye pestod for five exercise of _
public tights &s requived by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {svidenced by the notice published | o |
on the website andfor authority approved minules confirming the dates sal).

N. The attnority has complied with the publication tequirements for 2000128 AGAR .f [
(zpa ABAR Faya 1 Buldancs Notes).

¢¥, {For fcal councils only) ; 52
Tryst funds {Including charjtable) ~ The coynedl mat its responsibililes as a faustee. i\ 'f g

ior any wttier sk areas Idengifed by s ity adiguate cordiols existedt (st any othar sk aneas on separate gheets i ieaded),

Date(s) internal audit underlaken Name of persan wha carried out the jntamal il
| 2211012021 22104/2022 e il Sl Avuting Solations 625
Signature of person whio : ";/ rd | T ,
carrfed out the Intemal audit j‘(f S Date | 22/04i2022

! ujf the response ia 'no’ plegss st the implcalions and agtian being talian Lo Aidmss any weakness in coniro) derdiied

 {ndd separate sheels if neadad). ‘ :
»Note: Il he esponse §s it coverad' please state when themost recent intemal auditwork was done inthis arsa and when itis
next planned; or, if coverage ia Bl required, the annuatinlernal aurds report must explain Wiy not {add separale sheels i needed). |
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the membears of.

MIOSHMER NORIDN TOW N (UNa L

our responslbility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and heliaf, with

}
l

1, Wa have put In place arrangements for effective financlal
manggetnent during the year, and for the preparatlon of
the accounting statements,

raspect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that;

Agrecd

m Yes' means that this aulhorily
[~ "1 prapared Jts accaunting slatements In accordance

| with the Accounts and Audit Regulatlons.

2. We malntalned an adequate system of internal contro)
Including measures deslgned lo prevent and detect fraud
and corruplion and reviewed Iis effectivenees,

for sefeguarding the public money and reselrces in

i made proper arrangomch!s and acceplad responsibliity
i
Il fta charge.

3. We fool all reasonable sleps lo assure auiselves
thet there are no malters of aclual or potentlal
non-cempliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practicas that could have a significant financlal effect
on the abllity of this authorlly lo conduct its
buslnesa or manage lis flnances,

| has only done what Il has the logal power fovio and has
| complled with Proper Pracileos In doing so.

4. Wo provided proper oppartunity dusing the yaar for
the exesclso of eleclors’ rights In accardance with the
requirements of the Accounls and Audit Regulations.

) during the year gave all persons inferested the opportunity to
i inspeet and ask questions about thls authorlly's accolnts,

5. Wo carried out an assessmaent of the risks faclng this
authority and took appropriate stops to manage those
rlsks, Ineluding the introduclion of Interal contrals andfor
extemnal Insurance cover where requlred.

NINENASR

considared and documented ths finahalal ahd other risks it
faces and deall with them proporly.

£, We malntained lhruughout the year an adequate and
affective syatem of Internal audi of the accounting
records and cohtrol systems,

7. We toolc appropriate aclion on all matters raised
In repaorls fiom Internal and external audit.

N

2
I‘.

. arranged far a competent parson, Independent of the financlel
| controfs and procudures, to give an oblective view on whether
Internal aontrals meet the neads of thls smaller atthority,

rasponded to matters brought to lls attention by internal and
oxtarnal aud/l,

li}
3
b

8, Wa considerad whether any liligation, llabilifes or
commitmants, avents or trensaclions, ocourring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial Impact on
thls aulhorlty and, where appropiate, have Included them
in the accounting stalaments,

chatllable. In our capacily as the sole managing
{rustes we discharged our accountebillty
responsibillies for the fund(s)fassels, Including
financlal reporting and, If required, Independent

9, (For local counglls only) Trust funds including a

examinallon or audlt, I

disclosed evorything It should havo about s busiess activity
during the yoar including events talking place after the year
end If rolovant.

o fies met alf of its responsibllitfes where, as a body
corporale, it Is a sofe managing lrustee of a focal
{rust or trusts,

P

*Plaase provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be publishad with the Annual Gavernance Statemant,

This Annual Governanca Statement was apptoved at a
meeting of the authorlty on:

oalos 22
and recorded as minute reference:

1.5

Signed by the Chalrman and Clerk of the meeling where
approval was given: -

Chairman

Clerk

Wik - mid e nedier-Epuen Ceunedd i tmuukl
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

MIDSOMER NORTON TOWN (UNIAL-

Year ending
31 March

2022
£

=~

Notes and guidance

Please round sl figuras fo nearest £1 Do nol leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nif balances. Al figures must

1. Balances brought

agrae to underlying financial records.
Tolal balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward (OZ f - O 4—2 qr / o0 as recorded In the financial racords. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rales and levies)
Levias AR i Y 4OgJ (0-15 received or recelvable in the year. Exclude any grants
- - recelved,
3. (+) Total other receipts Total Income or recelpts as recorded in the cashbook less
3’8 4 ‘%Jl 2 25; | 24 the precept or ratesfievies racolved (line 2). Include any
grants received.
4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on hehaif
) 4 3, 65 { 5_4_) OF0 of all employaes. Include gross salarfes and wages,

erployers NI contribulions, employers pension
contributions, gratullles and severance paymants.

8. {-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

4,096

4‘;%‘9

Total axpendiiure or payments of capital and Interest
mado during the year on the authorlty’s borrowings (if any).

6. (=) All other payments

Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

521 ;qq + 5351 425 bool less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
I & o repayments (line &}.

7. (=) Balances carried - Tolal balances and resarves at the end of the year, Must
forward 429,100 5, cO¥ oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and ' The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term Investments du 8 ) ] 2.5 552, 200 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

_ - To agree with bank reconcr'llaﬂgn. .

0. Total fixed assets plus . i The value of all the properly the authority owns — Il Is made
long term Investrments 395, 936 | B303,%T 3 Up of all its fixed assets and long term Investmonts as at
and assets 31 March,

10, Total borrowings I The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf foans

H219 13,845 from third parties (including PWLE),

11. (For Local Counclls Only) e “Th‘o Councll, as a body corporale, acts as sola trustee for
Disclosura note re Trust funds and Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
(including charitable) L~ V8. The figures in the accounting statements shove do

| _ ‘ nol include any Trust lransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 tho Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been preparad on either a receipts and payments
or income and expendlture basis following the guldance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Autharities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial pasition of this authority.

Signed by Respansible Financial Officer before halng
presented to the authority for approval

D g
odps[ao

Date

| conflrm that these Accounting Statements were
approvad by this authorlty an this date:

oqles{z22

as recorded In minute reference:

(b

‘Annual Governance and Accountabillty Return 2021/22 Form 3
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22

In respect of Midsomer Norton Town Council — AV077

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),

in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:

The response given in Section 2, Box 11 s not consistent with the prior year response. The Council has confirmed that it does act as sole managing
trustee for trust funds and thus the answer (N/A) given this year is incorrect.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2022.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature //2'/’ v /(_(',{,, 1/"_)7_____ L l/ Date 08/09/2022

* Note: the NAQ issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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