MIDSOMER NORTON TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)
The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (SI 2020/404)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 16 June 2021 (a)

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The
unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed
auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the
financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and
other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available on reasonable notice
by application to:

(b) ___ townclerk@midsomernortontowncouncil.co.uk
__Tel-01761 418701
____ Town Hall, The Island, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2HQ

commencing on (¢) __ 17" June 2021

and ending on {(d) ___ 28t July 2021
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

¢ The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller
authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the
above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s
Code of Audit Practice 2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) Donna Ford — Town Clerk / RFO

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS




Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21

Midsomer Norton Town Council

https.//www.midsomernortontowncouncil.co.uk/

During the financial year ended 31 March 2021, this authority’s internal auditor acling independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2020/21 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Not

Internal control objective
covered**

| No* 1
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authonty complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices. all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

v
Y
C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy J
v
v

of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

| E. Expected income was fully received. based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked, and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Pelty cash payments were properly supported oy receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved No BCzsy
and VAT appropriately accounted for. CASHr Ale-

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, suppoerted by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. if the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2019/20, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (/f the authority had a limited assurance e
review of its 2019/20 AGAR tick ‘not covered”)

L. If the authority has an annual turnover not exceeding £25,000, it publishes information on a website/
webpage up to date at the time of the internat audit in accordance with the Transparency code for v
smailer authorities.

M. The authority. during the previous year (2018-20) correctly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published v
on the website and/or authority approved minutes confirming the dates sef).

N. The autherity has complied with the publication requirements for 2019/20 AGAR v
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notss).

0. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. v |

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

DS ANINIEN

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
09/12/2020 05/05/2021 o Chris Hall for Auditing Solutions Ltd

Signature of person who ¥’ / 4 /

carried out the internal audit V.3 Date 05/05/2021

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).

*“*Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annuat internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed)
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Section 1 - Annual 'Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

M INSIMER. NOATTN ~Tomin Cvalic.

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contral, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect lo lhe Accounting Slatements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:
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"Please provide explanations 1o the external auditor on a separale sheel for cach ‘Ne' response and describe how the

authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annuat Governance Staloment.

Fhus Annual Governance Slatemenl was approved at o Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meating where
meeting ol the authorily on: approval was given:

05 Job| 202

- :l\i el
and recorded ay oty relerenen: Chairman
Clenk ! W
> >
wWwn midlomerrolifontuwnovnat © VK.
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

MiDdemd £ WO Towe Courit -

1 Balances broughl
forward

|
2, (1) Precepl o Rates and
Luevies

3. (+) Total othor iecoipts

4. {~) Stalf cusls

5. (-) Loan interast/capilal
repayments

6. {-) ;\!I other payments

7. {=) Baknces garned
forward

A. fotat value: of cash and
shorl lerm nvestments

§. Total fixed autets phue.
lnng term investingnts
obd asneis

10. Total borrawings

Year ending

31 March
2020
a

154,024
2,464
27%,4014

14, bl

4,07
mo 263

b)i 281,

5kb, 235

391, 1%

20,965

11 (For bocal Coungily Only) Disclosure nok:
| re Trust funds {including chantable)

|
|

L cerdily that for the year ended 31 Mareh 2021 the Accounting

' s,z.:,cﬂﬂ

31 Maich
2021
{3

b, 280

8%, 15t
¥ Ak2.
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4,09k

4 29,100
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393,47k

13,2i9

WNotes and gudance

it e S e

Floasa round alf f::gu:u- to nmarast £1. Do nol frave ars
Doxes biank ano repent £0 ar Nif bainnces Alf higures must
agree to undarlying nancal recoras

Total batonces and reserves at the begimiing of the yoa
as recarded in fhe financid «ecords. Value must agres Lo
Box 7 ol provious year

Todal comount of procept (or fon 1DBs rates and levies)
reteved or recewvable in the yoar T xchude smy qrants
rn:eeived.,

Tohal meome: or iecoilts as ecorded in the cashbook less
the procopt an tatesdevins ceived (line 2). Include any
wrents received,

Total expendilun: or payments made to and on belail
of all employecs. nclude: gross salanes and wages,
eimployers NI contubutions, employers pension
coptribulions, gratuilies and severance paymenis,

Talal exponditure or payments of capital and inforest
miade during the year on the authorily's Durrowings (i any).

Tolal expenditore or paymonts as recorded in the cash-
book less stolf costs {fine 4) and loan inferestfcapital
repaviments (line 1)

Tolal batonce:s and reserves al the n;m of the year Must
cqual (142+3) - (1+546).

Tln_ sum of all cunent and doposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term mvestments held as at 31 March
To agree with bank recongiliation,

The value of all the pmpmty tln. .:ullmnly owns - itis maode
up of all s fixed avsets and lomg tern) investneals as o
31 Mach,

Tin: nutstonding mpiml-halnm:r_.' s ol 31 A;i.-'rzh_(;l all loons
from third porties (includiog PWLEG).

The Council as a body corporale. acts as sole frustee for
ancd s vosponsible for managing Trast toneds or assels.

N B e fipes n the accounting statements absave do
aul metudiy any Trast ransovions

I confirm thal these Accounting Stalements were

approved by Wis authority on this date:

5. 6-202|

as recorded inmmute reforence.
132

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

‘-‘,l.nmm T&%«Md 1
. ékz:ﬂm

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have heen prepared on either a recaipls and paymenls
ot meome and expenthlure basis follawing the gudoner: in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authordlies o
Practiboners' Guide o Proper Practices and present laily
the fimancial position of thiz. authorily.

Sinned by Responsible Financial Officer hefore being
presentod 1o the anthorily for approval

D Fossy
S /e /2020

(R
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
In respect of MIDSOMER NORTON TOWN COUNCIL — AV0077

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:
®  The figure in Section 2, Box 8 of the prior year comparative column does not agree to the prior year final signed AGAR. The figure in

Box 8 should read £568,275.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The response given in Section 2, Box 11 was left blank. The Council has confirmed that it does act as sole managing trustee for trust funds and
thus the answer should have been ‘Yes’.

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2021.
External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature p}\{« ll;lk{ﬂ/f-\”\ t.& {‘) Date 11/09/2021

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAQ website (www.nao.org.uk)
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